
From: "Lloyd, Lisa" </O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE;GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=5621CC3D71EB4A338CB5D06BB15C826E-LLOYD,LISA>

To: Yilma
Haimanot <Haimanot.Yilma@nrc.gov>

CC:
Date: 9/24/2013 1:58:16 PM
Subject: RE: bcc on EPA response to citizen inquiry about Dewey-Burdockproject
Attachments: Baker-GamacheEnclosure2NRCDraftSEISPages.pdf

Baker-GamacheEnclosure3EdgemontHeraldTribuneJan26-196_.pdf
Baker-GamacheEnclosure4EdgemontHeraldTribunePassCreekFloodJuly2013.pdf

I think it will take several emails – here is the 1st of ????
The 1st enclosures was a copy of our letter to NRC on the draft SEIS.
 
Lisa Lloyd
NEPA Compliance and Review Program
U.S. EPA Region 8 (EPR-N)
1595 Wynkoop St.
Denver, Colorado  80202-1129
(303) 312-6537 (office)
(303) 809-8381 (mobile)
 
From: Yilma, Haimanot [mailto:Haimanot.Yilma@nrc.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2013 1:46 PM
To: Lloyd, Lisa
Subject: RE: bcc on EPA response to citizen inquiry about Dewey-Burdock project
 
Thanks Lisa,
 
Sure, if you can send it via email, I think you said they were large files right?
 
HY
 
From: Lloyd, Lisa [mailto:Lloyd.Lisa@epa.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2013 3:44 PM
To: Yilma, Haimanot
Subject: RE: bcc on EPA response to citizen inquiry about Dewey-Burdock project



 
As far as  I know, the answer is no.
 
There is not anything in any of our letter that is enforcement sensitive, which is main reason EPA would not release a document to the public.
 
Do you want me to send you copies of the attachment to the letter that was submitted to us?
 
Lisa Lloyd
NEPA Compliance and Review Program
U.S. EPA Region 8 (EPR-N)
1595 Wynkoop St.
Denver, Colorado  80202-1129
(303) 312-6537 (office)
(303) 809-8381 (mobile)
 
From: Yilma, Haimanot [mailto:Haimanot.Yilma@nrc.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2013 1:38 PM
To: Lloyd, Lisa
Subject: RE: bcc on EPA response to citizen inquiry about Dewey-Burdock project
 
I think so, the reason why asked is that if we want to cite the letter in our NEPA document, I may have to put in in our electronic reading room (ADAMS) and it will
be publicly available, would that be an issue for you (EPA)?
 
From: Lloyd, Lisa [mailto:Lloyd.Lisa@epa.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2013 3:36 PM
To: Yilma, Haimanot
Subject: RE: bcc on EPA response to citizen inquiry about Dewey-Burdock project
 
The letter to us and our response will be put in the record so if there is a FOIA for such, they would be released. Does that answer your question?
 
Lisa Lloyd
NEPA Compliance and Review Program
U.S. EPA Region 8 (EPR-N)
1595 Wynkoop St.
Denver, Colorado  80202-1129
(303) 312-6537 (office)
(303) 809-8381 (mobile)
 
From: Yilma, Haimanot [mailto:Haimanot.Yilma@nrc.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2013 1:31 PM
To: Lloyd, Lisa
Subject: RE: bcc on EPA response to citizen inquiry about Dewey-Burdock project



 
Thanks Lisa for forwarding this information.  I assume these documents are public right?  in case we want to cite them in our NEPA document?
 
HY
 
From: Lloyd, Lisa [mailto:Lloyd.Lisa@epa.gov]
Sent: Friday, September 20, 2013 12:21 PM
To: Yilma, Haimanot
Subject: bcc on EPA response to citizen inquiry about Dewey-Burdock project
 
Haimanot,
 
Attached is a copy of the EPA’s response to citizen inquiry about Dewey-Burdock project as well as a copy of the letter we received from the two citizens (Baker and
Gamache) that prompted our response. I have not included the attachments that were included with Baker and Gamache’s letter due to the size.
 
Lisa Lloyd
NEPA Compliance and Review Program
U.S. EPA Region 8 (EPR-N)
1595 Wynkoop St.
Denver, Colorado  80202-1129
(303) 312-6537 (office)
(303) 809-8381 (mobile)
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oRAFT Description of the Affected Environment 


There are no known natural springs with in the proposed Dewey-Burdock ISR Project area 
(Powertech , 2011 ). There is one area in the southwest corner of the Burdock area , known as 
the "alkali flats" or the "alkali area ," where groundwater is discharging to the ground surface 
from the Fall River aquifer and Chilson aquifer (Chilson Member of the Lakota Formation) 
through improperly plugged exploratory boreholes (Powertech , 2011 ). Two springs are present 
along the Dewey Fault near the town of Dewey approximately 2 km [1 .2 mi] northwest of the 
proposed project boundary. 


The applicant performed floodplain modeling on the stream channels of Beaver Creek, Pass 
creek, and smaller ephemeral drainages within the proposed project area to determine the 
extent of inundation from a simulated 1 00-year flood and evaluate potential adverse impacts to 
facilities from flooding (Powertech , 2009b, 2011 ). Results of the modeling showing the areal 
extent of a 1 00-year flood with respect to proposed facilities and wellfields are illustrated in 
Figure 3.5-3. The modeling indicates that, with the exception of the plant-to-plant pipeline and 
small parts of some proposed wellfields, most of the proposed facilities, infrastructure, potential 
land application areas, and wellfields would be located outside the 1 00-year flood inundation 
boundaries of Beaver Creek and Pass Creek. For example, the 1 00-year floodplain boundary of 
Beaver Creek would be 668 m [2, 190ft] from the proposed satellite facility in the Dewey area 
ana 664 m [2, 180 ft] from the proposea central processing plant in the Burdock area. 
Conversely, some wellfields and storage ponds in the Dewey area and some wellfields, the 
main access road , and the plant-to-plant pipeline in the Burdock area are located within the 
100-year floodplain boundary of ephemeral drainages (Figure 3.5-3).- -


There are a number of abandoned open pit mines (depression zones) within the project 
area stretching from the eastern to the northern boundaries of the site in the Burdock area (see 
Figure 3.2-3). With the exception of Darrow Pit #2 , the other Darrow pits are usually dry but 
occasionally contain water that collects from runoff events (Powertech , 2011 ). The usual 
presence of water in Darrow Pit #2 suggests that the base of the pit may be below the 
potentiometric surface of the Fall River Formation. The Triangle Pit, which lies up dip of the 
P.roposed Burdock area wellfields, has permanent water storage at a depth greater than 30 m 
[ ft]. The bottom of the Triangle Pi is below the potentiometric surface of the Fall River and 
is, therefore, hydraulically connected to the Fall River Formation. 


Surface Water Quality 


Water quality in Beaver Creek, Pass Creek, and the Cheyenne River varies considerably and is 
dependent on flow regime . These streams often experience extended periods of low or no flow. 
During periods of high flow, relatively high amounts of sediment and low dissolved solids occur 
in the streams, while less turbid waters with higher dissolved solids occur during periods of low 
flow. Upstream and downstream of the proposed Dewey-Burdock ISR Project in South Dakota , 
the Cheyenne River is classified as having the following beneficial water uses: (i) warm water 
semipermanent fish life propagation ; (ii) limited contact recreation ; (iii) fish and wildl ife 
propagation , recreation , and stock watering; and (iv) irrigation (SDDENR, 2008). According to 
the State of South Dakota 2006 303(d) list, from Beaver Creek to the Angostura Reservoir, the 
Cheyenne River is listed as supporting the beneficial use of limited contact recreation, but is 
listed as impaired for the other three beneficial water uses due to high total dissolved and 
suspended solids , high salinity, and high conductivity. Beaver Creek in South Dakota is 
classified as suitable for the same uses as the Cheyenne River, except it is classified as 
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Figure 3.5-3. Map Showing Modeled 100-Year Flood Inundation Boundary of Stream 
Channels Within the Proposed Dewey-Burdock ISR Project Area. 
Source: Modified From Powertech (2011 ). 


suitable for cold water marginal fish life propagation rather than warm water fish life propagation 
(SDDENR, 2008) . Both Beaver Creek and Pass Creek are classified as having the beneficial 
uses of fish anp wildlife propagation , recreation , stock watering , and irrigation near the pr~ject. 
site . Beaver Creek is also classified as having the beneficial uses of coldwater marginal f1sh life 
propagation and limited contact recreation near the project site (SDDENR, 2008). These 
creeks, however, are not classified as having the beneficial use of domestic waters . 
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by Anne Cassens 


Derailment north (west) of Dewey 
Photo by Gary Weishaupt 


At about 1:30 a.m. on July 8th, an Edgemont train crew operating Union 
Pacific engines approached the 496 mile marker just north past Dewey, 
SD, traveling at an estimated 45 mph; when they say what appeared to be 
water on the tracks. They immediately began slowing down. Seconds later 
a wall of water hit the train. 


Very localized heavy rain had swept burned trees and other debris from 
the east into the area, washing out ballast below the tracks. Although 
Dewey had just around 0. 7" of rain, there were places that had nearly 5" 


and this water was rushing toward its Beaver 
Creek drainage. 


The crew managed to 'get the heavy engines 
through the stretch of damaged track, but some 
of the empty coal cars were not so lucky. A total 
of 37 cars derailed and 13 of those overturned. 
Crew members were Edgemont-based Shannon 
Clyde and QE,.M~er.a...Aft~r the ttain caiiJ,e to a 
stop, the crew received a flash flood warning o.n 
the radio!! 


Along a five mile stretch from Milemarker 496 
to 501, there were several sections of rail sus
pended in the air, with all the ballast washed 
away. In just under 30 hours, railroad repair 
crews had the five mile piece repaired. How 
many days would this have taken 100 years ago? 


Some of the gravel (ballast) washed into John 
Holmes' hay field west of the tracks. 


Holmes reported that he went to look at the 
water at 5 a.m., "I was amazed to see the whole 
Line Creek Bottom covered with water. There 
was a big river running where there hadn't been 
any water all summer." He saw water twelve 
feet deep in his hayfield. 


He also described the water speed at the dam
aged track area, "Up where the wreck occurred 
they said that the water was· so swift that it 
washed the train eight feet sideways with the 
train still on the tracks. The water was over the 
tracks in numerous places." 
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